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Introduction
Picture, as the apostle John did in Revelation
7:9, “a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and
language,” and all of them worshipping,
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God.”
Can you imagine such a crowd this side of
heaven, without their white robes and palm
branches? They might still cry out, but not to
Jesus Christ. That picture describes many of
Europe’s great cities today – cities like Rome,
Paris, London, and Amsterdam hold in their
straining arms a multitude of cultures and
languages much like the one John describes
in his vision. The newcomers’ lives tell a
variety of stories:
 Some immigrants came from former

European colonies, drawn west after
independence, seeking education and
opportunities.
 Millions more came after World War II

as guest workers, invited from all over
the world to help rebuild Europe. These
immigrant workers eventually brought
their families and settled down in their
adopted cities.
 Others came as refugees and still do. They

flee war, famine, economic deprivation,
and sometimes horrifying situations,
flooding into Europe’s cities.

The situation is both rife with problems
and rich with opportunity. Some immigrant
communities seem to breed discontent,
opening the door for both increased crime
and increased religious fundamentalism.
Although these problems are real,
immigrants and refugees are sometimes
disproportionately held responsible for
urban problems. And at the beginning of this
century, the political mood in many countries
against perceived outsiders – even outsiders
who have lived in Europe for generations
– seems to be growing.
But what of opportunity? Many of the
new faces in Europe come from the most
under-evangelized parts of the world,
countries where sharing the gospel is often
severely restricted. These peoples are the
focus of this prayer guide.
What does God think about them? What
does he say about our responsibility? Why has
the sovereign God brought them here?
“From one man he made every nation of
men, that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and he determined the times set for them and
the exact places where they should live. God did
this so that men would seek him and perhaps
reach out for him and find him ...”
(Acts 17:26-27a).
God has brought this flood of immigrants
and refugees to Europe, giving them greater
access to the gospel, so that they too could be
part of the God-honouring throng that John
envisioned around the throne. Can there be
any more significant reason?
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Please Note:
 There are many ways to use this prayer

guide. You can use it not only to fuel
your personal prayers, but also to
raise awareness and inspire prayer
among groups of which you are part.
We encourage you to photocopy pages
for small groups and reprint selections
in church bulletins. Please credit the
publication whenever using material
from it. And remember, buying copies
of this prayer guide facilitates the
production of other guides like it.
 Although the stories contained in this

prayer guide are composites of several
people and situations, each story
reflects real stories and real lives. The
writers have tried to protect the privacy
of families and individuals while still
painting an authentic picture.

 Please note that immigrant and refugee

issues are extremely complex. This guide
gives brief snapshots of life. Much is
overlooked and much is generalised.
 This prayer guide is intended for a

global audience and uses British English
spellings.
 Do you usually pray in German, French,

Korean, or another non-English
language? Would you find it helpful to
have this guide translated into your
language? Could you assist in that effort?
If so, please contact Caleb Project at the
address on the back of this guide.
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The Changing Face of London
My purpose is that they may be
encouraged in heart and united
in love, … in order that they
may know the mystery of God,
namely, Christ. Colossians 2:2

Prayer Requests
 Pray that God will
raise up many more
Christians in Europe
and worldwide to be the
fragrance of Christ to
these peoples, serving
them in ways both
practical and eternal.
 Pray that God will
continue to build
London into the city he
desires, one in which
the values of all cultures
are celebrated, and
many representatives
from each are following
him.
 Pray that many will find
in Jesus a powerful
redeemer and ally who
can release them from
fear and anger.

Red double-decker busses
and classic black taxicabs
sweep past faces in various
shades of brown and olive.
Vehicle and machinery
noises mix with the tones
of more than 100 tongues spoken
here, in the most diverse part of North London. Turkish,
Albanian, Arabic, Somali, Kurdish, and South Asian languages
are the most common. Put your finger randomly on a globe
and you will probably find a significant population from
that place in this city. The world is here. Some seek refuge
from intolerable conditions in their homelands. Others are
immigrants from Britain’s former colonies, welcomed at the
end of the imperial era.
Yet in places the welcome is wearing thin. Like most of
Europe, London is in turmoil over the foreigners in its midst.
The British are proud of their heritage and culture. So are
these newer communities. “Will they adapt to become like us,”
many Londoners wonder, “or will they change the face of our
city forever?”
Invited to London a generation ago, immigrants from
South Asia and the Caribbean feel the city belongs to them
as much as anyone. Yet in cities not far away, the smouldering
coals of racial unrest have been fanned into violence. Some
traditional Britons fear the competition for jobs or housing.
Cultures clash.
Tensions also run high among the refugees. Many feel the
powerlessness of those whose lives and well-being depend on
the mercy of a benefactor.
Today, as you walk the streets of North London, a certain
scent is in the air. It is not the scent of turmeric, saffron, or
curry powder, but the scent of fear and anger. Many of those
whose complexions broadcast their foreign roots feel that they
are not entirely welcome, that their position is not secure.
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Mosques and MTV
And you also are among those who are called to
belong to Jesus Christ. Romans 1:6
“I don’t belong anywhere!” cries 17-year-old
Rashid (rah-sheet). “We go to North Africa
on holiday and are laughed at because of our
poor Arabic. Family and friends consider us
rich Europeans and take advantage of us.
Then we board the plane to come back home
to Europe, where we’re the ‘dirty Arabs!’”
Rashid is Arab, but the only home he
has known is in Brussels. His grandparents
emigrated from Algeria (North Africa) in
the 1970s to give their eight children more
choices for their future. Rashid’s parents
were educated in the Belgian system and
speak primarily French to their children.
While his grandparents encouraged
the assimilation of their children into Belgian society, they
deliberately maintained their own Algerian identity. They speak
only Arabic and traditional Islam fills the cultural contours of
their lives.
Like many other second- and third-generation European
Muslims, Rashid wrestles with living in a western society. He
is part of the MTV generation, plays computer games, and
loves to watch films produced in the West, but he does not feel
accepted by the Western cultures that produce them. Since
Rashid’s Arabic is limited, he cannot adequately communicate
with his grandparents. Today he attends Islamic school at the
local mosque, learning Arabic so he can hold real conversations
with them. And he studies the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy
book) to honour his Islamic faith and the culture of his people.
Still, Rashid has the sense that he floats between two worlds,
not really fitting in either. Walking home from the mosque, he
struggles with questions about his life, questions that drown out
the flowing Arabic phrases from the morning lessons. When
he visits his grandparents this evening, will he greet them with
a handshake and “bonjour,” or “asalaam aleikum” (ah-sah-lahm
ah-lay-kuhm) and a hand on his heart?

Prayer Requests
 Pray that Christians
around the world would
move beyond their fear
of Arab youth and begin
to reach out to them.
 Pray for North African
youth to find their
identity in Christ, and
begin to testify boldly
and relevantly to their
friends.
 Pray that the revelation
of Jesus Christ would
cross generational lines
as young Arab believers
bring the gospel to their
families.
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Weighed in the Balance
What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue
me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
– through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Romans 7:24-25a
“My father moved to Amsterdam as a
young man in the mid-70s,” explains
Mustafa (moo-stah-fah), pouring two cups
of tea. “He and several other men from
our town back in Turkey came here for
jobs in a new factory. He sent money to
my grandparents for five years before
he returned to marry the woman they
had chosen for him. I was born a year
later, welcomed into the world in a clean
Dutch hospital. My parents soon had a
shiny new Dutch passport for me too.

Prayer Requests
 Mustafa is among
millions of Turkish
people in Europe who
find themselves caught
between two worlds. Ask
God to send workers
into this vast harvest
field to boldly reach out
with the good news of
the gospel.
 Ask God to raise up and
equip mature Turkish
leadership for the small
gatherings of Turkish
believers across Europe.
 Pray for God to give the
European church grace
to bless the foreigners
in their midst.
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“Now, 25 years later, I have a
respectable job in an insurance firm.
Just like my father, I went back to Turkey to find a wife,
and we have a son and two daughters of our own. Our official
papers say we are Dutch, but the averted eyes on the streets
say something else. Since 11 September, 2001, things have
changed. Though I’ve never been in trouble, I am now lumped
with so many others, suspected of unimaginable crimes.
“Am I a good Muslim? I confess it’s hard for me to pray.
Islam is time-consuming, unpopular, and these days, maybe a
little dangerous. Plus, European culture is tempting.
“If today my deeds were weighed in the balance I am sure
God would find me wanting,” Mustafa admits. “When I do go to
the mosque on Fridays, I want to hear about how to live right,
but the imam (ih-mahm, Muslim leader) never seems to talk
about these things.”
While Mustafa is concerned about his sins, he worries most
about his little boy. “How will he grow up to be a strong Muslim
if he doesn’t see me setting a good example? Lately I’ve been
thinking about moving my family back to Turkey. I would miss
the comfortable life we have here in Holland, but maybe there I
could be a better Muslim.”
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From Now On Your Name Shall be ...
No longer will you be called Abram; your
name will be Abraham, for I have made
you a father of many nations.
Genesis 17:5
Recently transferred by his Canadian
company, Phillip was new to France.
In addition to a new job, God had
given him a heart to reach out to the
African immigrants in his city. The
first time he walked into a building
to meet some of them, he was nervous. “What
am I, a white man, doing here? What should I say? Will they
understand my limited French?” Summoning his courage, he
tapped on the first partially open door. “Entrez!” (enter) loud
voices responded promptly. Slipping into the small room,
Phillip greeted the seven men with “Bonjour.” Each man stood
to shake his hand, then invited him to sit on one of the four
beds lining the walls. One man poured their guest a glass of hot
mint tea.
Phillip’s initial fears of being rejected vanished as he
found himself an honoured guest; visits from “outsiders” were
few and far between for these men from Mali. Conversation
flowed so smoothly that night. The moment Phillip mentioned
his interest in learning about their people and customs they
embraced him without question.

Prayer Requests
 Pray that the Soninké
will see the God of the
Bible revealed through
Christians who reach
out to them.
 As West African Muslims
come to Jesus, ask God
to give them courage
and use them to reach
others.
 Pray that the Soninké
will become known as a
people group radically
changed by Jesus Christ.

So began Phillip’s relationship with the Soninké (soh-neenkay) community in Paris. He shared in their lives – eating,
laughing, and listening to stories about life back in Mali. It was
natural for them as devout Muslims to talk about God; in fact,
they were far less inhibited broaching the subject than Phillip
was. But when he did speak, they found they had never heard
anyone talk about knowing God the way Phillip did.
One day the men told Phillip that he needed a Soninké
name. “From now on, your name shall be Bakary (bah-kah-ree)
the White.” Phillip’s prayer is that one day his Soninké friends
will call God by new names as well − names like Father, Jesus,
and Saviour.
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Africa ’ s Diaspora
The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind,
to release the oppressed, to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour. Luke 4:18-19

Prayer Requests
 Pray that God will give
asylum-seekers a place
to belong and rest
and security for their
families.
 Pray that God will
reveal himself to
African immigrants
and refugees, that they
might find joy in him.
 Pray that Christians
giving a “cup of cold
water” (Matthew 10:42)
in Jesus’ name might
return the warmth
Africans are so ready to
give.

Bright eyes and gleaming
teeth shine from ebony
faces. Make eye contact
and they smile back
warmly. Offer a word of greeting and you
may be embraced as a treasured friend. Living among people
who are more reserved, these people may seem immoderate
and exuberant. To some ears they are loud, to others merely
expressive, as they voice their joy or sorrow. Who could they be
but the diaspora of Africa?
Many of the cultures and traditions of Africa’s peoples go
back to tribal kingdoms a thousand years old. In more recent
centuries, these tribes fell under the rule of African and Asian
empires and later European nations and trading companies.
Today all have independence from their former masters, but
they have new challenges, or old ones reborn. Tribes strive to
live in peace with one another, and nations of diverse tribes
must navigate the world of diverse nations. Some live in peace,
while others are plagued by perennial civil war and clan rivalry.
Some are Christian, others are animists, Muslim, or in
conflict over questions of faith. In addition to their native
tongues, they speak French, English, Arabic, or all three
languages. They come from places like Sudan, Somalia,
Uganda, Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, Sierra Leone, Cote d’Ivoire,
Senegal, Congo, and Cameroon.
Because opportunities seemed greater in the lands of
their former European rulers, many accepted the invitation to
immigrate in the years following independence. Others came
not as immigrants, but refugees, seeking relief from oppressive
political powers or poverty borne of famine and drought. These
Africans seek asylum in the cities of Europe.
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A People Without a Nation
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and
awe. Hebrews 12:28
The whole family stands as Hans enters
the room and the conversation switches
immediately to German so he can
understand them. Hans is always welcome
in the home of his Kurdish friend Razgar
(rahz-gahr). With seven children and
additional family members who are visiting,
the atmosphere is festive. Tonight Hans
wants to talk to Razgar about Jesus.
After several rounds of hot tea and
sweets, accompanied by the ever-present
blare of Kurdish television, Hans realizes
that once again he has had no opportunity to speak privately to
Razgar. He enjoys the hours of talking, laughter, singing, and
dancing, but he knows the pain that is deep inside Razgar’s
restless soul and wonders when he will be able to tell his
Kurdish friend about the hope he can have in Jesus.
For more than 20 years Kurdish people, primarily from
Turkey and Iraq, but also from Iran and Syria, have sought
asylum in the West. An estimated one million Kurds now live
in Europe. Many have followed legal procedures to become
official residents. Others continue to survive illegally and live
in constant fear of being sent back. No matter where they are,
Kurds are known to be loyal, trustworthy, and hospitable.
Like other Kurds who have found asylum in Europe, Razgar
and his family are a people without a country, whose greatest
longing is for a Kurdish nation. Hans prays for the day when
Razgar, his family, and many other Kurds will know that they
can belong to a kingdom that never changes – the heavenly
kingdom of God. Does he dare to share this hope with the
entire family together? Maybe the next time.

Prayer Requests
 Since a Kurd’s extended
family network includes
hundreds of relatives,
pray for entire families
to understand and
embrace the truth
revealed in the gospel.
 Many Kurds have lost
family members and
loved ones during times
of war and persecution
in their homeland. Pray
that God’s love would
heal their pain and
give them hope for the
future.
 Pray that God would
raise up more Christians
with an appreciation of
Kurdish culture who will
seek culturally relevant
ways to share their faith
with their new Kurdish
friends.  
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A Glimpse of the Journey
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went
and sold all he had and bought that
field. Matthew 13:44
“Today I am at the end of a line,”
thinks Ali (ah-lee), standing with his
small family and ten other refugees
outside the gate of the refugee
centre. “Is this the line to freedom?
Will my family and I be allowed to
stay in this new country? I don’t
know, but I think so.”

Prayer Requests
 Pray for those
beginning a fresh life,
that God will provide
a place for them and
friends to help them
understand all that is
new.
 Pray for many who are
now closer to faith in
Jesus Christ, because
for the first time in their
lives, they hold a Bible
in their hands. Pray that
they will find a better
freedom than can be
found in any country
– the true freedom of
knowing Christ.
 Pray for more
Christians like Michael
to reach out to refugees
in Europe.
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With excitement and fear, Ali
receives a document giving his
family the precious chance to stay!
Someone will come in about an
hour to take them to the station, where
they will catch a train to the place where they will live.
“We have little to take with us – a beaten vinyl suitcase
with a broken buckle, a plastic shopping bag, and a change of
clothes,” thinks Ali, “as well as the Bible that Christian man,
Michael, gave me a few days ago.” He has been unable to stop
reading this interesting book.
Ali and the others wait for the van to come and pick them
up. “Many have less than we have – only the clothes on their
backs and the document in their hands,” he realizes. “How
kind Michael was to care for us. I called him as soon as I got
the news we could stay, and he rushed right over, smiling and
laughing. I must remember my promise to call him again from
our destination.”
Finally, the van comes, pulling up to the curb to carry Ali
and his family away. And so their journey continues. He cannot
even imagine what awaits them. How can he guide his wife and
child? There will be forms to fill out, jobs to find, and more
waiting. Catching a glimpse of the Bible sitting in his shopping
bag, Ali wonders if he is also embarking on a more important
journey, a spiritual one. It is an amazing book.
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HinduS Between Worlds
What if he did this to make the
riches of his glory known to
the objects of his mercy, whom
he prepared in advance for
glory? Romans 9:23
“The only place I really
feel at home is here,”
says Anand (ah-nahnd),
“35,000 feet up in the air!
I am hours away from
my home in India, and
hours from my home in
England.”
Sometimes Anand, now 40 years old, looks back on his life
in wonder. His parents left their life in Delhi after India gained
its independence from Great Britain. “I was born in the blush
of their newfound wealth. It does not seem like much now,” he
admits, “but at the time it was a great deal. They had their own
flat, food every day, and money to put clothes on us children.
“Eventually my parents outgrew their homesickness.
Spending five weeks a year in Delhi was enough! As work
grew tougher to find, their resolve only strengthened – their
children would grow up in London and enjoy the education
and opportunities they saw all around them. That education
and a fortunate job placement have paid off handsomely for
me. I now oversee a thriving business that spans the continents.
It consumes my days and many nights. Sometimes, however, I
dream of the simplicity and richness of extended family I see
when I visit my relatives in India.
“My children look Indian, but they are English in many
other ways. Whom will they marry? My son would be happy
finding a bride from India. My daughter has made it clear
she’ll marry a Brit, or at least an Indian who’s grown up in
London. It’s not in her to become the wife of a boy brought up
according to the old ways.

Prayer Requests
 Thank God for the
financial blessing he has
provided for Indians
and their families and
pray they will find true
spiritual wealth in him.  
 As more Indians follow
Christ, ask God to
spread the gospel
through their travels
between loved ones in
India and Europe.  
 Ask God to bless Indian
parents in Europe with
wisdom and grace as
they raise their children
between two worlds.

“Who can blame her? Not me. I’m a man of two lands, two
peoples. We are a bridge linking these countries. The gods have
shown me favour and my children flourish. What more can I
ask?”
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Arabia Comes to London
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise ...
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
2 Peter 3:9
Summer is beginning, and London is filling
with tourists from around the world. On a
street near Hyde Park Corner almost all the
visitors are from the Arabian Peninsula. A
parade of people passes by on their way
to the park. The veils worn by the women
in one family suggest they come from
Oman. A group of men in white robes
are probably from Saudi Arabia. Three
women with many children accompany a
man dressed in western clothes. Are all
three women his wives? What country are
they from?

Prayer Requests
 Pray that Christian
literature and videos
passed out in London
will reach the people of
the Arabian Peninsula.   
 Pray that outreach
workers from around
the world will be able
to explain the gospel
clearly across language
and religious barriers.
 Pray for the many
Arabs like Mohammed
who have talked to
Christians during the
summer outreach
in London, and for
those Arabs who have
expressed faith and
then returned to their
homelands.
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Each summer perhaps a million
men, women, and children from the
Arabian Peninsula visit London. The city gets ready for
their arrival. Homes are emptied to make a quick profit from
summer rent; cafés and restaurants prepare for long evenings
of lucrative business.
A different kind of preparation also happens. Christians
from around the world come to work at book tables, run
children’s clubs, and seek to befriend these summer visitors.
People from the Arabian Peninsula visiting London in the
summer can hear the gospel in ways they never could at home.
Down the road in Hyde Park, a lively conversation
takes place between a Christian worker and a man named
Mohammed. The two discuss family issues and their hopes for
their children. Both men agree that their sons and daughters
need God’s guidance to help them grow up to be honest and
good. The Christian offers Mohammed a book of guidance
from God – a holy Injil (ihn-jeel), the New Testament in
Arabic. Mohammed looks at it thoughtfully, mentioning
that he cannot obtain this book at home. He is from Mecca,
Saudi Arabia, a city that only Muslims are allowed to enter. As
Mohammed walks away, he carefully tucks the book into the
folds of his robe.
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Taking it home
I have great sorrow and
unceasing anguish in my
heart. For I could wish
that I myself were cursed
and cut off from Christ for
the sake of my brothers,
those of my own race.
Romans 9:2-3
Yousuf (yoo-sehf)
has found the most
precious gift of his
life in the refugee
centre while waiting
for permission to stay
in the country. He
has been reading the
Bible and growing
close to God while living in relative safety compared
to the chaos, civil war, and atrocities in his African homeland
of Sierra Leone. His body still bears scars of the inhumanity of
humans. And his prospects for refugee status look good as he
nears completion of the residency approval process.
Yousuf has been meeting with some fellow Muslims from
West Africa and exploring with them the holy Injil (ihn-jeel,
New Testament) and the idea of relationship with God through
Jesus Christ. Some of his African brothers are beginning to
respond to God’s Word as well.
Yet lately God has been tugging at Yousuf’s heart through
dreams, showing him the spiritual needs of his brothers and
cousins back home. “Perhaps this is God’s plan for me,” Yousuf
says. “I have found the precious gift of Jesus here, and now
Jesus will send me back with that gift for my family and people.”
Friends do not understand. “How can you give up this
incredible gift of residency in the west?” they ask. But Yousuf
has a greater gift in his possession, which no one can take away.
Furthermore, he feels compelled to share that gift with those he
loves in his homeland. If he returns, Yousuf will be in danger.
His name is on more than one “black list,” and he will be
speaking of Christ in a country with a strong Muslim presence.

Prayer Requests
 Pray that God will reveal
himself through asylumseekers like Yousuf who
are returning to their
homelands.
 Pray that God will give
strength and wisdom to
people who may be in
danger for their lives
as they share the gospel
with their extended
families.
 Pray that others, like
Yousuf, will be able
to see Jesus as good
news for them, not a
foreign religion only for
westerners.
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Waiting and Wondering
This is what the LORD Almighty
says: “Administer true justice;
show mercy and compassion
to one another. Do not oppress
the widow or the fatherless, the
alien or the poor. In your hearts
do not think evil of each other.”
Zechariah 7:9-10

Prayer Requests
 Pray for asylum-seekers
like Sufia and Omar to
find eternal security in
Jesus Christ.
 Pray that people with
a legitimate need for
asylum would receive
quick resolutions
for their cases, that
they might become
productive members of
European society.
 Pray that government
representatives who
hold the lives and future
of many in their hands
will make decisions
that reflect God’s
righteousness, justice,
and mercy.

After nine years in the
Netherlands, Sufia (soofee-ah) and her husband
Omar (oh-mahr) still wait
for documents to give them
official status as Dutch residents. Sufia
worries and wonders how much longer they must wait. She has
watched the years take their toll on her husband’s naturally
optimistic spirit. He is a well-educated man with much to
contribute, but is not allowed to work without residency papers.
They have no passports, or they might take their chances and
move to another country, or even back to Somalia. However,
the situation that drove them from their homeland remains
dangerous. So they stay in the Netherlands – a family without a
country, caught in a bureaucratic no-man’s land.
Yet Sufia realizes they are also fortunate. While she struggles
with the difficult language, her children, who were born in the
Netherlands, attend public school and speak Dutch fluently.
Recently the government has allowed Omar to take classes
that will equip him for a computer job, if and when the time
comes that he can work. The government has also provided
an adequate apartment, health care for the family, and a bit of
money for food and clothing. Many of their Somali friends still
live in refugee centres − whole families cramped into single
rooms. Thinking of good things helps Sufia deal with the stress
of uncertainty, and she thanks Allah for her good fortune.
Like others seeking asylum in Europe today, Sufia and
Omar hold onto the hope that their long wait will be rewarded
with official status, security, and a better life than they left
behind. The system has worked for so many before. Why should
it not work for them now?
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EAST IS EAST AND WEST IS WEST
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in. Matthew 25:35
Rudyard Kipling’s famous poem begins, “Oh East is East,
and West is West, and never the twain shall meet.” What
if he could see how they have now met in the cities of
the United Kingdom and the continent of Europe?
While South Asians can be found in nearly any city in
Europe, most of these immigrants find their way to the
cities of the United Kingdom. The history of the Indian
subcontinent has long been intertwined with that of
Great Britain. However, recent decades have witnessed
a huge influx of immigrants from India, Pakistan, and
Bangladesh. In fact, about one in eight Londoners
comes from a South Asian background.
When India became independent from Britain in
1947, many South Asians left their homes to re-settle
in London and other British cities. The Indians
among them tend to be Hindu and well educated.
They serve in high-status medical and educational
fields. The Pakistanis and Bangladeshis, on the
other hand, are Muslim. Many of them found jobs as
guest workers during the great reconstruction that followed
World War II. As work has become harder to find, they have
struggled more than their Hindu counterparts, whose roots are
more established in British soil.
Europe’s South Asian tapestry includes diverse strands of
nationality, ethnicity, religion, and class, as well as various levels
of education and length of residence. These factors provide
as much basis for division as for connection. And between
the cultures and communities of South Asians and native
Europeans remains a chasm, suggesting Kipling’s perception
was right.
Despite these divisions, it is hard to escape the notion that a
sovereign God intends to accomplish his purposes through the
mingling of these different worlds. Feeling that, many churches
– both Western and Eastern – are pressing forward in their
desire to carry the light of Christ to the unreached peoples
around them.

Prayer Requests
 Thank God for the
opportunities to share
the gospel that have
come with South Asian
immigration to Europe.
 Pray for wisdom,
compassion, and
courage for Christians
as they try to bless
South Asians in their
neighbourhoods.
 Ask God to give South
Asian believers a unity
of heart and purpose,
foreshadowing the
unity we will all enjoy in
heaven.  
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Needed : Messengers of Hope
For my eyes have seen your
salvation, which you have
prepared in the sight of all
people, a light for revelation
to the Gentiles and for glory to
your people Israel.
Luke 2:30-32
Tucked away among the preWorld War II buildings and
old abandoned factories you
find one of the country’s
largest Vietnamese markets.
In fact, this city is home
to more than 5,000 legal
refugees from northern
Vietnam. Estimates of the
illegal immigrants run
into additional thousands.
For most, permanent
residence will not be
granted. Eventually they will be sent back home.
Prayer Requests
 Pray for more young
people like Quan to
recognize the light and
hope that is in Jesus.  
 Seek God for the
deliverance of the
northern Vietnamese
people from
hopelessness and
despair.
 Pray for effective
discipleship models
within the northern
Vietnamese community,
so that those who are
sent back can stand
strong and advance
God’s kingdom in their
homeland.
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The atmosphere among the community from northern
Vietnam can be dark and oppressive. In an absence of hope,
crime and drug addiction thrive. These Vietnamese refugees
seek happiness, but the barriers to finding it are large. The
deeply engrained ideologies they grew up with keep them
from receiving new ideas. Reaching out to the Vietnamese in
this city and other cities scattered over the continent calls for
perseverance and unconditional love.
In spite of the challenges they face, a small group of
believers from northern Vietnam meets regularly to study the
Bible and pray for their friends. One of them, a young man
named Quan (kwahn), was once a powerful criminal. Now his
life radiates the transforming power of Jesus Christ. Might he
and others like him be the first signs of God’s work to win these
people to himself?
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A Church of Their Own
Who despises the day of small things?
Zechariah 4:10a
Imagine moving to a metropolis of millions and
discovering only a handful of churches. Such is
the situation for North Africans in France. They
number 6 million, but among them there are only
a few small churches where they can feel at home.
Praise God for these! Zechariah encourages us
not to despise the day of small beginnings.
In 1998 a young Berber from Algeria,
Pastor Ahmed (ah-mehd), felt the need for a
fellowship of converts from Islam. However,
Pastor Ahmed lacked three things: a model of
a North African church in France, a large core
of Muslim converts, and a leadership team of
mature North African believers who could work
without a salary. Undaunted, Pastor Ahmed
returned to Algeria and began to share Christ
with other Berbers. God was at work. Many Berbers in Algeria
turned to Christ. The ripple effect brought conversions in
France as well.
There, in Paris, “Believers Fellowship” was born. Worship
gatherings are built around a two-hour fellowship meal. Songs
are sung in French and Kabyle (kah-beel, a main Berber
language). Bible teaching through storytelling and group
interaction helps new converts understand the God who has
ransomed them, and reminds them of their freedom in Christ.
The life of the church extends well beyond the worship
gathering. Women spend time together and learn from
the pastors’ wives. They share hospitality down to their last
loaf of bread. “They are fiery in their love for God, insistent
on freedom from the devil, never tired of hospitality, and
dedicated to a group commitment in following Jesus Christ,”
says one leader.
God is using “Believers Fellowship” to stir a vision for
starting churches among the North Africans living in Paris,
Marseille, Lyon, and other French cities. Recognizing the
significant obstacles, these followers of Christ look to God
to work on their behalf, that North African fellowships may
multiply throughout France.

Prayer Requests
 Thank God for Pastor
Ahmed and the
members of Believers
Fellowship. God has
done a great thing in
bringing this church
into existence.
 Pray for growth and
reproduction for
Believers Fellowship.
Ask God to guide the
members through the
obstacles they face.
 Pray for the variety
of church-planting
methods currently being
employed in Paris.
Ask God for hundreds
of new North African
churches.

17

C A L E B

P R O J E C T

The Price of Freedom
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
Khalil (kah-leel) is an artist. His tiny,
sparsely furnished apartment is filled
with paintings, plants, and light.
With classical music playing softly in
the background, he pours tea, lights
a pipe, and begins to talk about life
in Iraq before he sought asylum in
the West. The sadness in his eyes
communicates as much as his words
a story of loss and suffering on a
scale hard to imagine.

Prayer Requests
 Pray for men and
women like Khalil who
have to start again,
often working menial
jobs when their skills
and experience qualify
them for much more.
 Pray for the thousands
of Iraqi immigrants and
refugees in Europe who
have been physically
and emotionally
wounded as a result
of their country’s
tumultuous history.
 Pray that many
Iraqi men, women,
and children would
encounter the living
God and receive his gift
of salvation through
Jesus Christ.
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A university professor and
successful artist in Iraq, Khalil saw his paintings hung in public
buildings and sold in galleries. Then one day life as he knew it
came to an end. Along with many other artists and musicians,
he was given an ultimatum – join the army, the secret police, or
die. The government saw no place for artists.
Khalil chose to leave Iraq, hoping his family would be able
to join him later. Over the next few years his journey took
him to Jordan, Italy, France, Russia, and ultimately Norway.
Two years later he was granted official status and Norwegian
citizenship.
The price of Khalil’s freedom has been enormous,
especially for his family. The government froze his bank
account and confiscated the family home and property. His 22year-old son could not handle the disgrace. He took his own
life. Since then, Khalil’s other children have been able to join
him in Norway. His wife chose to remain in Iraq.
Life is still hard for Khalil. He has studied Norwegian but
does not speak it well. He is able to find some small jobs, but
his passion is to paint. Could he make a living with his art?
Perhaps, but Khalil feels too old and tired to make a fresh start.
Yet he is grateful for the safety and security he has found in the
West, and longs for his children to have a better life.
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Innovative Efforts
I urge, then, first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession
and thanksgiving be made for
everyone … This is good, and
pleases God our Savior, who
wants all men to be saved and
to come to a knowledge of the
truth. 1 Timothy 2:1, 3-4
Just north of central
London, some 200,000
people make their homes
in a cultural melting pot, the borough of Haringey
(hair-ehn-gay). The streets of Haringey crackle with the joy and
chaos of multi-ethnic London: the chatter of 140 languages, the
arresting smells of curry and roasting garlic, and a kaleidoscope
of colour.
In the mid 1990s God began to stir in the hearts of church
leaders and other Christians in Haringey, giving them a vision
to pray together. Walls had divided the expressions of Christ’s
body in Haringey. They sensed the need to scale these walls,
to submit to one another in love, and to hold one another
accountable in truth. As God blessed their turning toward each
other, the numbers praying together began to grow. They called
this new movement Pray Haringey.
United in prayer, not control, their goal has never been to
become a new church. Instead, they want to birth numerous
expressions of Church throughout Haringey, wedding the
traditional church structures with new efforts to meet people
at their different points of openness to the gospel. As a result,
culturally specific worship groups are beginning. Believers
regularly pray for police and local officials. Families are
declaring their homes to be lighthouses of prayer and good
news in their neighbourhoods.

Prayer Requests
 Pray for humility
for the leaders of
Pray Haringey, that
submission and love
would continue to
characterise this
movement.
 Ask God for great
success in the efforts
of Pray Haringey to
bless the unreached
immigrants and
refugees in this strategic
borough.
 Ask God to reproduce
the good things he is
doing in Haringey in
cities around the globe.

Other areas of London and beyond have picked up the Pray
Haringey passion and implemented it in their cities and areas.
All of this fits within the over-riding vision of Pray Haringey
– that the kingdom of God would come in fullness as his people
come together in unity.
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An Offering For Peace
God looks down from heaven on the sons of men to
see if there are any who understand, any who seek
God. Psalm 53:2
The young girl’s silver-studded jeans and
oversized ELLE sweatshirt seem out of place
in this traditional restaurant. Yen (yehn) holds
several sticks of incense in her 12-year-old
hands and stands before a painted wooden
figure. The statue to which she bows is not
décor, but a religious icon. The sweet smoke
drifts around her head and customers watch
her curiously as she completes her ritual.
Elise, a European Christian, glances out of
the window behind the girl to the shops and
signs across the street. Mixed with Chinese
characters are their French translations. This
is not Beijing, but Paris.

Prayer Requests

An estimated 350,000 Chinese have
come from all over Asia seeking a better
life in the shadow of the Eiffel Tower. New
immigrants arrive every day. They come
from many countries and provinces and represent more than
80 Chinese ethnicities and dialects.

 Pray that the desire for
peace in Chinese hearts
would only be satisfied
by the Prince of Peace.

Some 20,000 are students in the city’s universities.
Many others work in restaurants and clothing factories, sell
merchandise in shops and markets, and drive delivery trucks
between one Chinese business and another.

 Pray that the close-knit
Chinese communities
would be fertile ground
for a rapid spread of
the gospel in Europe.
 Pray for Christians
worldwide to reach out
creatively to the many
Chinese sub-groups in
Europe.

As they talk, Elise asks the restaurant owner, Yen’s mother,
“What is your daughter thinking as she worships?”
“She prays for peace,” the girl’s mother replies.
“To whom is she praying?” Elise continues.
“The heavens.”
“Who is in the heavens who can hear your daughter’s prayers
for peace?” asks Elise, gently.
“We don’t know,” admits the woman.
Who will help the Chinese discover that God is seeking
to offer them peace, forgiveness, and a personal, eternal
relationship with him?
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A Remarkable Prodigal
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion for him.” Luke 15:20b
For years, Taylalt’s (tie-laht), father had travelled
regularly from a small fishing village in the Netherlands
to see his wife and children in the Rif Mountains of
Morocco. Each summer he returned with gifts and
promises of the good life he was preparing for them in
Europe. Finally, when she was 13 years old, Taylalt, her
mother, and five siblings joined him there.
When the family arrived in their new country,
the reality was different from the promise. Leaving
behind their family support network, they found the
transition to a new language, culture, and climate
overwhelming. Taylalt’s mother stayed at home where
she felt safe. Her father, unable to cope with his large,
disoriented family, retreated into a haze of drugs
and alcohol. Taylalt shouldered the largest weight of
responsibility at home.
The one bright spot was a Christian neighbour
who helped her family at every opportunity. Marlies (mahr-lees)
translated household bills, explained the train system, and even
brought food.
After an exhausting first year, 14-year-old Taylalt made
an almost unthinkable decision. She rejected a marriage
arrangement her father had made, abandoned her family, and
fled to Amsterdam.
For the next seven years Taylalt survived on her own. She
could never go back home. Her leaving had shamed her family
and ruined their standing in the Moroccan Berber community.
The family’s sense of honour left no room for forgiveness. The
social system offered shelter and some money, but Taylalt’s life
spiralled downward. By age 22 she was addicted to drugs and
alcohol and working in demeaning jobs to get money to live.
Desperate, she contacted her Christian neighbour from
years before. After connecting with Marlies, Taylalt began
reading the Bible. On her 24th birthday, she was baptised,
celebrating her new birth in Jesus Christ and the beginning of
her healing.

Prayer Requests
 Pray for more
Christians like Marlies
to reach into Rif Berber
communities with love,
assistance, and the
message of acceptance
in Jesus Christ.
 Pray for the Lord to
raise up influential Rif
Berber leaders who will
live out the witness of
Christ in front of their
people.
 There are few known
Rif Berber believers.
Pray for an increased
revelation of Jesus
among this Muslim
people group.
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Hidden, but not to God
Consequently, faith comes
from hearing the message,
and the message is heard
through the word of Christ.
Romans 10:17

Prayer Requests
 Pray that Christians
would move into
predominately Muslim
areas and establish
relationships with
women who rarely
stray from their
neighbourhoods.
 Pray that more
Muslim women would
participate in French
language classes that
use the Bible as their
textbook.
 Pray that those women
who spend days
watching television
would receive copies
of the Jesus film, listen
to audiotapes of Bible
stories, and watch the
Christian broadcasts
available in Arabic.
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A quick breakfast of
sweet coffee and bread,
then Naima (nah-eemah) slips a long robe
over her house clothes,
gathers her three small
children, and walks
them to school. She
looks around and
soon finds a mother who can help her read a
teacher’s recent note. That the note is in French and not her
native Arabic is only part of the problem; Naima cannot read in
any language. As she grew up, her education focused on more
practical training than reading and writing.
Naima returns home by way of the local open-air market.
Since the merchants here speak Arabic, this is the only place
she shops. Arms full, she hurries up the steps to her apartment.
Her daily cooking and cleaning duties are punctuated by cups
of mint tea and Arabic television broadcasts. When the house is
spotless and dinner is simmering on the stove, she again dons
her robe and sets off for the school. There she is welcomed
into the knot of mothers who have arrived early to gossip,
commiserate, and celebrate their children’s academic successes.
Soon the school bell announces the imminent release of the
small scholars. Naima gathers her three and shepherds them
home.
Naima’s is the life of many Muslim women in Paris. Their
small world is often limited to what they see from their house
or from the window of the bus that takes them just beyond their
own neighbourhoods. A lovely park, if it is out of sight behind
the trees, may never be discovered. Since many do not speak
French well, or read in any language, they do not travel along
routes that they cannot readily memorise. Most live sheltered
lives very close to home. While a small and controlled world
offers comfort, it can also bring a strong sense of isolation.
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Declare the Mighty Name of Jesus
David, wearing a linen ephod, danced before
the LORD with all his might, while he and
the entire house of Israel brought up the ark
of the LORD with shouts and the sound of
trumpets. 2 Samuel 6:14-15
Each Sunday, churches in Europe are
alive and full in joyous celebration of
Jesus Christ. Many dress in their finest
clothes and make their way to a house
of worship. While some traditional
European churches may fit this
description, the majority of these joyfilled churches consist of newcomers
from the South. They come primarily
from countries in Africa, Latin
America, and the Caribbean, and now
consider Europe their home.
Following the huge response to
the gospel in their homelands, Christians
who enter Europe bring their unique flavor of Christianity with
them. Some of Europe’s largest churches, including Kingsway
International Christian Centre in East London, and Word of
Faith Bible Church in Kiev, are pastored by Nigerians.
The European church is increasingly feeling the presence
of this “Southern church.” And while European believers are
motivated to share their faith with others, it is the newcomers
who are burning to share. They come from lands where the
spiritual world is not regarded with skepticism, but is part of
the fabric of everyday life. They know that spiritual powers
are everywhere at work, both for good and for evil. They have
found power in the name of Jesus and release from bondage,
fear, burdens, and disease associated with malevolent spirits.
Who would not celebrate?
These believers are eager to be God’s ambassadors. May he
use them strategically in his plans for Europe and the world!

Prayer Requests
 Pray that God will
draw the European and
“Southern” immigrant
church together in unity
for the sake of his name
in Europe.
 Thank God for the
willing hearts of
immigrant believers
to declare his name,
power, and glory. Pray
that they would share
the message of salvation
in culturally sensitive
ways with their Muslim
and Hindu friends and
neighbours.
 Pray that God will give
wisdom to leaders in
the immigrant church
as they seek to disciple
their people effectively.
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Afraid
He defends the cause of the fatherless
and the widow, and loves the alien,
giving him food and clothing. And you
are to love those who are aliens, for
you yourselves were aliens in Egypt.
Deuteronomy 10:18-19

Prayer Requests
 Pray for children and
parents living with
the memories and
tensions of traumatic
experiences.
 Pray for families trying
to navigate life in a
place where all the
rules, procedures, and
customs are new and
strange.
 Pray for people
like Anna who help
refugee families adapt,
understand, and put
their past behind them.
Such servants are the
hands and feet of Jesus,
offering new hope.
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Eleven-year-old Miki and her parents
escaped from Bosnia by night,
paying exorbitant amounts to be
led over the mountains and across
international borders. Several times
they came close to the soldiers who
could easily mistreat and then kill
them. Their flight was too late
for Miki’s brothers, aged 15 and 17, who were
rounded up in her village and executed.
Now living in the relative safety of the West, Miki goes to
school and struggles to learn the language of her new country.
She still has nightmares and awakens crying and shaking. She
has trouble concentrating in school and sometimes passes out
in class. Some of the students call her names. They will not
associate with her because of the head covering she wears to
school as a sign of respect for her parents and culture.
Sometimes she talks with Anna, a counsellor at school. But
it is very hard, as her people are not accustomed to sharing
their deepest fears and struggles with strangers. And there is
the stigma associated with seeing a counsellor.
Occasionally Anna visits Miki’s home and helps her family
learn to navigate the new world of medical care, public
transportation, and government services. This seems very
strange. Where Miki comes from, if you want to stay safe, it is
best to avoid the police and government.
Lately her parents have been talking about what would
happen if they were forced to return to Bosnia. The issues
are complex. Is someone living in their house now, maybe
an enemy? Is it even standing? Overhearing her parents’
discussions, Miki feels the tension in their voices and pulls the
covers over her head in fear.
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Stories from the Book
“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says
the LORD Almighty. Zechariah 4:6b
Seven Iranian men sat in a small apartment
in Germany, persuading the one with the best
English to make the phone call. “The Christian
broadcast may be over until tomorrow, but we
can still call this number for more information,”
argued one.
Reluctantly, Alisher (ah-lee-shayr) made
the phone call and spoke to Fritz, a German
man, who readily agreed to meet them. That
night, with Alisher translating, he lovingly
explained the story of God’s redemption
– how sin spoiled God’s fellowship with man,
then how God covenanted with Abraham to
bless all the nations. Story followed story: the
Egyptian captivity and deliverance under
Moses’ leadership … the conquest of Canaan
by Joshua … the reigns of King David and
Solomon … the Babylonian captivity and
the role of Persian kings Artaxerxes and
Cyrus … finally, the miraculous birth, life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the long-awaited Messiah.
Hours later Fritz’s voice gave out. “Will you come again and
tell us more?” the men pled.
One by one over the next few months, the men were picked
up by the authorities and sent back to Iran – all but Alisher.
For two years he met with Fritz, searching the Bible and asking
questions. He shared meals with Fritz, played with his children,
and watched his life. Finally, Alisher declared, “I have put my
faith in Jesus Christ alone for my salvation. Now I will live for
him!”
And live for him he did. For another year he stayed in
that city, growing in his own faith and leading many Iranians
and other refugees to Christ. Finally he too was sent back to
Iran, where he has continued to gently share the way of new
life in Christ with his family and friends, many of them tired,
disillusioned with Islam, and looking for answers.

Prayer Requests
 Pray for the spiritual
growth and maturity of
new Iranian believers.
 Pray that Iranian
believers would be
used to extend God’s
kingdom into other
Muslim communities in
Europe.
 Pray for Iranian
believers who must
return to Iran to remain
true to Jesus Christ
and help strengthen the
suffering church in that
land.
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Seeking True Light
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.” John 8:12b
Kuldeep (kool-deep) nods his head,
agreeing with the speaker that we need
light in our lives. “I know he will soon go
on to say that this light comes from Jesus
Christ, and yet again I’ll wrestle with that
possibility,” the young Sikh (seek) man
admits to himself. “The light I gain from
my own spiritual devotions, reading our
sacred writings, meditating, and making
offerings has always seemed enough.
And I count on that light increasing as I
grow older and attend more to spiritual
matters.”

Prayer Requests
 Thank God for access
Sikhs in Europe have to
authentic followers of
Jesus.  
 Pray for local and
international Christians
who deeply desire to
bless their Sikh brothers
and sisters in culturally
appropriate ways. Ask
God to give them his
ideas and the ability to
carry them out.
 Ask the Holy Spirit to
stir and increase longing
for light, truth, and
love in the hearts of the
many Sikh immigrants
throughout Europe.
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Kuldeep listens as the speaker
quotes from John 1:9 in the Bible, “The
true light that gives light to every man
was coming into the world.” No matter
the topic for these community meetings, Inter-racial Harmony
in London Neighbourhoods, or Parenting Bi-cultural Children, he
knows this man will bring the teachings of Jesus to bear on the
discussion. “He seems to live them in his life and applies them
well to our topics.”
“This month’s topic is no different,” notices Kuldeep,
interested to hear what Jesus Christ’s teachings have to say
about Pursuing Ethical Business Practice in the South Asian
Community. “What if Jesus is the true light?” he wonders. “What
would devotion to him mean for me, my family, my business,
and my reputation? The light is inviting, but the price is so
high. Why do I come to these meetings?”
Just around the corner from where the meeting is being
held, a group of saints kneels to pray in the drafty basement of
an Anglican church. They entreat Jesus, the light of the world,
to shine with love and hope into the lives of those gathered at
the hotel for this month’s talk – men and women like Kuldeep.
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Gifts for the Journey
When your words came, I ate
them; they were my joy and
my heart’s delight.
Jeremiah 15:16a
Imagine thousands of
stopped cars forming a
great traffic jam stretching
to the horizon. The sun
beats down, the children
squeal and wriggle, and
progress is measured in
car lengths per hour.
Each summer millions
of North Africans who live and work in Europe return for visits
to their homelands in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and
Egypt. Difficult economies have pushed them northward to jobs
and opportunities in the cities of Europe. Television and the
Internet have lured them with promises of wealth and freedom.
While the promises often prove hollow, many North Africans
find jobs, establish their families, and make Europe their home.
Yet when summer comes, the home of their heart calls
and they return for several weeks of visiting and reconnecting
with family and traditional ways. They go back to attend family
weddings, to find brides, and generally to enjoy the sweet
pleasures of their ancient cultures.
So great is this annual migration that massive lines of
traffic regularly build up at many of Europe’s southern ports.
Certainly annoying for those waiting to begin their holiday,
these people waiting for their ferry also provide a wonderful
opportunity for Christians to extend the love of Jesus.

Prayer Requests
 Ask God to speak to
the North Africans who
have received Jesus films
and other material as
they waited at the port.
 Pray that the materials
given away would
spread throughout
communities in North
Africa and also to North
African communities in
Europe.
 Ask God to send many
more workers to this
strategic effort.

Each summer believers from around the world gather
in port cities like Marseilles, France and Málaga, Spain.
They spend two weeks walking along the lines of cars and
mingling among the pedestrians, offering gifts in Jesus’ name
to the travellers. Some angrily shoo away both the gifts and
the bearers, but many others welcome the Jesus films, the
cassettes, and booklets. So much so, that in a recent year one
ministry gave out nearly two million videos! Those videos and
accompanying literature cross borders and travel into some of
the most unreached countries of the world.
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Many Reasons, Many Dreams
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches
of his glorious inheritance in the saints.
Ephesians 1:18
Li Mei (lee may) studies business at
Germany’s University of Frankfurt. The
smartly dressed young Chinese woman is
quickly becoming fluent in German and
English. She feels certain she will find a
job that will give her wealth and status
when she returns to China.

Prayer Requests
 Pray that Asian and
Western believers will
partner together with
strategies to reach
out into East Asian
communities with
the gospel and allencompassing love of
Christ.
 Pray that churches
developing among the
Asian communities will
learn to trust each other
and other believers.

Than (tahn) has been a refugee in
the United Kingdom for two years. A
successful businessman in Myanmar
(Burma), he spoke out against the local government
and had to flee for his life. His wife Nu (noo) and their four
children managed to escape across the border to another
country, where they wait, hoping Great Britain will allow them
to reunite as a family.
Arun (ah-roon) and his young wife Kolab (koh-lahb) fled
Cambodia’s killing fields in 1978 and found their way to France.
They function in their Asian neighbourhood using their
mother tongue, but unlike their children, have not become
fluent in French. This broadens the distance between their
home culture and the French culture in which their children
prefer to live.
Looking at East Asians in Europe is like staring at a mosaic
up close. Multi-hued and complex, it is hard to capture the
image until you step back. Then patterns start to emerge.
Different ethnicities from within China and other East
Asian countries have moved westward for a variety of reasons.
Many Cambodians, Laotians, and Vietnamese came to Europe
in the 1970s and 80s fleeing political persecution and the
ravages of war. Others immigrated at the invitation of their
former colonisers. Some, like Li Mee, are welcome to return to
their own countries. Others like Arun and Than are not. Today
opportunities abound for believers from around the world to
bring hope and peace to the East Asians living in Europe.
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A Glimpse behind the veil
My salvation and my honour depend on God; he is my
mighty rock, my refuge. Psalm 62:7
Nasira (nah-sih-rah) is a study in contrasts. Her
headscarf is modest, covering most of her face.
Yet her loose-fitting clothes, cut from dark,
sombre material are somehow modern and chic.
Stylish shoes peek from beneath her full-length
robes. Fashion is as important to a modest
young woman like Nasira as it is to any London
teenager, Pakistani or not, Muslim or not.
Nasira is not a “poor Muslim woman” held
in ignorance and isolation by her people.
Her clothing choice is a personal statement,
declaring to the world that she is a respectable
Muslim. While she may not speak with the boys
in her class or the men in her neighbourhood,
Nasira chats animatedly with her female
friends. When called upon by her teacher in the classroom, her
answers are correct and articulate.
From the age of five, Nasira’s father, uncles, and cousins
have taken her to school. As the eldest child, she not only
became the first to speak English fluently, but also the first girl
in the family ever to be educated. Yet conversation at home is
still in the dialect of her people. Both she and her father read
London’s daily Urdu language newspaper to stay in touch with
life in Pakistan. Now 18, she prepares for the marriage her
parents arranged for her long ago.
Nasira thinks of herself as Pakistani, Muslim, and British.
Yet she is appalled by the immorality and atheism which she
believes characterise the majority culture in which she lives.
Islam and her prayers give her a sense of belonging, security,
and purpose. She is part of the new generation of Muslim
youth, carving out for themselves a Muslim identity in a modern
world – often exceeding even their parents in fervour and
dedication to Islam.

Prayer Requests
 Many Muslim youth
face complex issues and
choices. Pray that they
would not be drawn into
religious militancy, but
would find their true
identity in Jesus Christ.
 Pray that the Church
of Jesus Christ would
present a witness of true
Christianity to Muslim
young people.
 Pray for avenues of
creative outreach into
the strong Muslim
communities of London
and other cities in the
United Kingdom and
Europe.
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Why Always Christians?
“But a Samaritan, as he traveled
… went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he put the man on his
own donkey, took him to an inn
and took care of him. ... [Who]
do you think was a neighbour to
the man who fell into the hands
of robbers?”
Luke 10:33a, 34, 36

Prayer Requests
 Pray that God will raise
up more Christians who
delight in ministering
cross-culturally to those
who flee their home
countries and long for a
new life in a new place.

Unlike most people applying
for refugee status, Iskander
(hihs-kahn-dehr) and his
family do not live in a centre
for asylum-seekers. Iskander
received “residency status” two
years ago and has been able to bring his wife and three children
out of Afghanistan. Now they must also apply for refugee
status. Every week Iskander visits the asylum-seeker centre to
have their papers stamped. Since he has residency status he is
legally allowed to work, so he can provide for his family’s needs
beyond the basic food allowance from the government. Yet
he has no guarantees for his family’s future. Others in similar
situations have had children and spouses denied.

 Pray that as refugees
find a new life, they
might also find rest
from their traumas and
a wonderful redeemer
and shepherd in Jesus
Christ.

As Iskander tells his story to a Christian man, Richard, their
conversation turns to matters of faith. Matter-of-factly he tells
Richard, “I knew you were Christian. It is always the Christians
who are most interested in us. They want to hear our stories.
They want to understand the uniqueness and beauty of our
culture. They try to help us.

 Pray that Christians
worldwide would walk
in the ways of Jesus,
fulfilling the “great
commandment,” loving
their neighbours as
themselves.

“Why is it that it is always Christians who are first on the
scene to help us in time of need?”
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A number of Christians visit the refugee centres. Others
are witnesses in the refugees’ home countries, immediately on
hand to help when disaster strikes – when there is famine as in
Ethiopia, or an earthquake as in Turkey, sickness as in Yemen,
or war and slavery in Sudan. Refugees see and remember how
Christians help.
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How Will the Church Respond?
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
Through an amazing migration, God has
brought unreached peoples from the ends
of the earth to the doorstep of the Church
– millions of Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists,
and Sikhs now reside in the countries of
Europe, both legally and illegally. In most
of Europe, at least one in 20 residents come
from lands with poor access to the gospel.
In some cities the ratio is as high as one in
three. The question resounds, “How will the
Church respond?”
As always, God has his witnesses. He is
raising up locals in various European cities
who have a passion for their unreached
neighbours. They make friends with
Hindu moms at school. They volunteer in
Turkish community centres. They offer friendship and support
to asylum-seekers from many lands. They chat with Muslim
imams (ih-mahm, religious leaders), Buddhist monks, and
Hindu priests, building bridges of dialogue, so that they might
be exposed to the light of Jesus. They are the hands and feet
and mouth of Jesus to those who have never heard.
But the number of these workers is far too few, especially
when weighed against the magnitude of opportunities. The
percentage of missionaries working among Muslim, Hindu, and
Buddhist peoples worldwide is much smaller than with other
groups. And in Europe, where there are few restrictions on
sharing the gospel, few people have taken the opportunity to
reach out to them in this relative freedom. God is calling the
church from all over the globe to respond. The immigrants and
refugees of Europe deserve the chance to hear the good news.
God is worth it.

Prayer Requests
 Pray for God’s Spirit to
further awaken the body
of Christ in Europe to
the opportunities he has
brought to its doorstep.
 Pray for believers
worldwide to discern
the role that God
would have them fill in
bringing the gospel to
Europe’s refugees and
immigrants.
 Pray that unreached
peoples might discover
what church could look
like in their culture −
how they can uniquely
reflect the beauty of
Christ as they learn to
follow him.
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Ne x t Steps
Thank you for joining us in praying through this guide. By doing so you have already made a
difference. For further opportunities, refer to the list below. These are a few of the organisations
currently working among immigrants and refugees in Europe. If you don’t find what you need
here, contact Caleb Project Europe.
 Arab World Ministries (AWM)

Telephone in UK: 44 (0)20 7207 2156
Telephone in US: 610.352.2003
www.awm.org
awmhq@awm.org
 Global Connections - the UK Evangelical

Network for World Mission
Telephone in UK: 44 (0)20 7207 2156
www.globalconnections.co.uk
info@globalconnections.co.uk
 International Mission Board of the

Southern Baptists (IMB)
Telephone in US: 866.872.8787
www.imb.org
joy@kingdomcompany.com

 Operation Mobilisation (OM)

Telephone in UK: 44 (0)16 9177 3388
www.uk.om.org
contact@uk.om.org
 Operation Transit

A Port Ministry Partnership
ports@pobox.com
 Pray Haringey

www.prayharingey.org.uk
info@prayharingey.org.uk
 Youth with a Mission (YWAM)

Telephone in Europe:
31 (0)57 869 6975
www.ywameurope.org
info@ywameurope.org

Caleb Project Europe is a ministry of Caleb Project, a US-based mobilisation agency focused
on unreached peoples. Please visit our web site at www.calebproject.org/cpe for a wealth of
missions information, resources, and opportunities.
Caleb Project Europe exists to raise awareness of peoples in Europe and beyond who have
limited access to the gospel. Our goal is to connect the global body of Christ with opportunities
to reach them. As an organisation new to Europe, we realise we have much to learn. Our desire
is to serve. If you would like to teach us, work with us, or just get to know us, please e-mail us at
cpe@cproject.com.
We would like to thank the many agencies and individuals who helped in the production of this
prayer guide.

10 West Dry Creek Circle, Littleton, CO 80120 USA
303.730.4170 • 303.730.4177 – Fax
info@cproject.com • www.calebproject.org
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The New Faces of Europe
Though not an exhaustive list,
a diversity of peoples from the
countries listed below can now be
found scattered in clusters across
the European landscape. Theirs are
the new faces of Europe.

Senegal



Lebanon

Ethiopia



Vietnam





Sudan

Angola  Oman  Benin  Japan  Ivory Coast  Sierra
Leone

Turkey



Cameroon



Saudi Arabia
Uganda
Ghana





Burundi



Togo


Congo

Cambodia

Bahrain

Libya









Qatar

Tibet



Indonesia





Israel



Myanmar

burkina faso



Jordan

Bosnia





Somalia



Kuwait



Afghanistan

Sri Lanka



Mali

China  India  Bangladesh  Iran  Thailand  Chad
Egypt
Tunisia




Syria



Iraq

Laos



Algeria

Morocco



Eritrea

Azerbaijan



Taiwan

Pakistan

North korea



www.calebproject.org









Nigeria
Armenia
Brunei

